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STEVE CASAI MEMORIAL

LOCAL
Single car crash
sends 1 to hospital
WRIGHT TWP — The
Hillsdale County Sheriff’s
Department was dispatched
to E. Territorial Road west
of Seely Road, in Wright
Township, for a one-vehicle
accident at approximately
6:05 a.m. Thursday.
Christina Mullins, 32, of
Morenci, was traveling westbound on E. Territorial Road
when she lost control of her
vehicle and left the roadway
on the right and rolled over.
Mullins was wearing her
seatbelt and was transported
by Waldron Ambulance to
the Hillsdale Hospital for
injuries sustained.
Mullins was cited for violation of basic speed law.
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Conﬁrmed case of
Zika in Michigan
LANSING — Michigan
health ofﬁcials have identiﬁed the ﬁrst conﬁrmed case
of Zika virus in a Michigan
resident. The patient, a
female resident of Ingham
County, contracted the virus
when traveling in a country
where Zika virus is being
transmitted. The patient,
who was not pregnant,
experienced symptoms
consistent with Zika virus
disease shortly after her
return to Michigan.
The virus is spread to
people primarily through
the bite of an infected
Aedes aegypti mosquito.
These mosquitoes are not
found in Michigan, but are
widespread in tropical and
subtropical areas.
The most common
symptoms are fever, rash,
joint pain and red, itchy eyes.
Symptoms are typically mild
and last several days to a
week. For more information
visit www.cdc.gov/zika.

Walk For Warmth
HILLSDALE — The Hillsdale County Community
Action Agency will host its
Walk For Warmth fundraiser
beginning at the Hillsdale
Community Library.
The event is to raise
awareness and fuss to
support utility assistance
through the Community
Action Agency.
This year’s route will
make a loop around downtown returning to the library.
Registration is from 10:1510:30 a.m. and the walk is
from 10:45-11:45 a.m. For
more information contact
the CAA at 437-3346 or visit
http://www.caajlh.org.

Pancake breakfast
READING — The Reading Rotary is hosting a
pancake breakfast from
8-10:30 a.m. Saturday at the
Reading American Legion.
The breakfast will include
specialty pancakes upon
request including blueberry,
pecan and chocolate chip
and sausage.
All proceeds will go
towards the Reading High
School Band. The breakfast is $6 for adults and
$4 for elementary aged
students.
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By Nancy Hastings
nhastings@hillsdale.net
Twitter: @nhastingsHDN

HILLSDALE — A
memorial service held at
the Searle Center on the
campus of Hillsdale College Wednesday night
celebrated the life of a
well-known man’s impact
on students and a community through his 35 years of
working in food service.
Stephen Casai, age 64,
died of a brain tumor Feb.
17 at the Hillsdale Medical
Care Facility.
Known fondly by the
college community as
“Saga Steve,” Casai, 64,
was a 1974 Hillsdale College graduate who later
completed a pre-seminary
degree at Bethany College
in Mankato, Minnesota,
and then graduated from
the Wisconsin Lutheran
Seminary in 1980.
During a gathering prior
to the service, Dean of Men
Aaron Peterson said the
event was a collaboration with Bud and Gloria

Vear, who were long-time
friends with Casai and
included reflections from
students, an alumni board
member and president
of the college. Inclement weather did not deter
a large crowd intent on
recognizing Casai, who
seemed to know everyone.
“When I came here in
1991, Steve was here,”
Peterson said. “I soon
learned he cared about
people and he knew our
stories. He even knew our
lunch card numbers and
remembered my number
when I came back as
dean.”
Bud Vear said Casai also
came back to serve in a
community that meant a
lot to him, as was evident
from the outpouring of
love since his hospitalization last September.
“He didn’t see himself as
a pastor and instead, came
to Hillsdale to work in food
service, after three college
degrees,” Vear said. “It
SEE MEMORIAL, A5

TOP: A panel of speakers presented reflections of St
during a memorial service held Wednesday night at
College. BOTTOM: Hillsdale College President Larry
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LEAP INTO HOPE

Coalition plans event to educate pub
By Nancy Hastings
nhastings@hillsdale.net
Twitter: @nhastingsHDN

HILLSDALE — Leap Into
Hope, a Suicide Prevention
Awareness event, is scheduled
on Leap Year day in Hillsdale.
The event is from 5:30 to
8:30 p.m. Feb. 29 at the Hillsdale United Brethren Church,
240 South Howell St., Hillsdale. The doors open at 5:30
p.m. with dinner served in
the Cafe.
The purpose of the event is
to provide ordinary people,
teens through adults, with

hillsdalehospital.com

education,
encouragement, and
empowerment
to help save
lives in Hillsdale County.
Haffner
The event is
free and open to the public.
The keynote talk and breakout
sessions are for teens, young
adults and adults of all ages.
Free childcare will be available so no one has to miss the
event because they don’t have
a babysitter, organizer Nancy
DeBacker said.
“The event includes an

information fair with 10 tables
of resources and knowledgeable people ready to offer
information, hope and practical help,” DeBacker said.
Some of the agencies, organizations, and individuals at
the resource tables include:
Lifeways, Community Mental
Health; Do’Chas II, Services
for Youth; NAMI, the National
Alliance on Mental Illness,
offering free classes and support to families dealing with
mental illness; Celebrate
Recovery; Robin Theis, local
SEE HOPE, A5
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