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Achieving financial stability I know whe
does not depend on income
LENAWEE UNITED WAY

By Lynne Punnett

Habitat for Humanity
has learned a lot of
lessons over our nearly
40 years in the ministry
of affordable housing.
Among the most
important is that people
don’t have to make a lot of
money to be financially
stable. And just because a
person is in a higher
income bracket does not
mean they are financially
stable. In fact, many
people who make a lot of
money are in big trouble
financially, so toss out the
window any preconceived
ideas that low- to middleincome people cannot be
financially stable. Habitat
knows thousands of
people personally who
disprove that.
As our organization and
understanding of people’s
preparedness to own a
home has evolved over the
years, more than ever we
emphasize financial education. The process with
Habitat often begins with
an applicant desiring to
improve living conditions
for their children. They
may need to reduce the
amount they are paying in
rent; often at or near 50
percent of their income.
And like everyone who
owns a home, they hope
to build equity.
Some Habitat partner
homeowners qualify for a
mortgage the day they
apply. But for others
Habitat provides one-onone counseling that can
be needed to get through
the hurdles (often credit
issues) that are keeping
them from qualifying.
Because of the outstanding partnership Habitat
has with Community
Action Agency, some
applicants are better
suited to work on credit
issues under their direction for a while and then
Copyright © 2015 The Daily Telegram 09/27/2015
June 24, 2016 5:11 pm (GMT +4:00)

The Black family, from left, Veronica, Rod, and their
son, Oliver, are shown at their new home provided
with the help of Habitat for Humanity. SUBMITTED PHOTO

come back to Habitat to
pursue their dream of
owning a home.
Through this collaborative effort everyone is
involved in the best
approach to achieving the
ultimate goal.
These direct services are
only possible because of
the wonderful spirit of
cooperation that exists
here in Lenawee County
and leading by example is
Lenawee United Way. A
big part of the financial
counseling, coaching and
mentoring we provide
here at Habitat is possible
because of support we
receive from the United
Way and for that we say
thank you!

Habitat for Humanity
of Lenawee County is
located at 1205 E. Beecher
St., Adrian. For more
information call 265-6157
or visit www.habitatlenawee.org.
For more information
about Lenawee United
Way visit lenaweeunitedway.org.
Lynne Punnett is the
executive director of
Habitat for Humanity of
Lenawee County.

Back in the 1930s,
Arctic scientists came up
with the wind chill index.
It is a useful thing to
determine just exactly
when you are going to
freeze solid.
Stand outside naked on
a windless day when it is
40 degrees. Now, let the
wind start blowing a bit.
Quite a difference, isn’t it?
One can look at the
updated graph provided
by the National Weather
Service and quickly
compute the wind chill.
The chart even provides
color-coding to tell you
how many minutes you
can stand outside naked
before you get frostbite.
For example, exposed
flesh will be frostbitten in
30 minutes when it is 10
degrees and the wind is
blowing 60 mph.
The National Weather
Service chart does not
provide any psychological
information on why anyone would choose to stand
outside totally or partly
nude in a 60 mph wind
when it is 10 degrees. I
would suggest that the
chart be relabeled to
indicate the “What are
you? Some kind of a nut?”
section.
Think how much ink is
wasted printing all those
charts. Why, they could
make the chart half as big
if they only focused on
people who are not
inclined to stand outside
naked on a cold day during a gale. On the opposite
end of the scale is the heat
index chart, also provided
by the National Weather
Service. This chart factors
in temperature and
relative humidity, so that
when it is 80 degrees
outside with humidity of
90 percent, it feels like
86 degrees and even
more if you are dumb
enough to wear clothes
in such weather.
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